
 
 
January 29, 2009  
 
Media Contacts: 
Kevin Enright, Director, Office of Public Information, 410-313-2022 
Rebecca Bowman, Administrator, Office of Consumer Affairs, 410-313-6420 
 

Ulman Warns Residents of Economic 
Stimulus Payment Come-Ons and Scams 
 
ELLICOTT CITY, MD – Howard County Executive Ken Ulman warns Howard County 
residents to be skeptical of e-mails or letters advising them that they are eligible to receive 
economic stimulus payments and loans. 
 
The Howard County Office of Consumer Affairs was recently informed of letters sent to the 
residents of other states who were told that recipients had been selected to receive 
stimulus payments of up to $2500 if they completed a claim form (with the recipient’s 
name, address, telephone number and signature) within 7 days along with a “delivery and 
activation fee” of $119.05.  Recipients were also advised to submit a letter or postcard 
thanking the organization (called Consumer Rebate Services) for selecting them to receive 
the stimulus payment. 
 
“This letter is the newest example of how con artists prey upon consumers in desperate 
financial times,” said Executive Ulman.   
 
According to Rebecca Bowman, Administrator of the Office of Consumer Affairs, the letter 
in question contains a number of indications that it is a scam.  First, the letter is from an 
unknown organization that has a generic name and no connection to the recipient.  The 
letter claims that the recipient has been “selected” without the recipient ever having applied 
for the payment.  Most importantly, in order to receive money, recipients first have to pay 
money.  “Reputable charities and grant sources simply don’t operate this way,” states 
Bowman.   
 
In addition, the stimulus payment offer advised recipients that they had also been selected 
for a “Dream Vacation Giveaway” in which they would receive “a ‘free’ all expenses paid 
vacation.”  This bonus prize, along with the request for a thank you note, should be seen 
as red flags warning consumers that the offer is a scam, says Bowman. 
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“Consumers who respond to the letter will assuredly lose the money they send,” warns  
Bowman.  In addition, the con artist will likely sell the responder’s name and contact 
information to other crooks looking for people who are vulnerable to being conned.  Finally, 
the responder’s signature could be forged and then used to raid his or her bank account. 
 
Howard County residents have also received letters that appear to be connected with the 
“Economic Stimulus Act” which are nothing more than mortgage and loan offers.  These 
letters state that the recipient has been “selected” to receive lower fixed rates, mortgage 
payment reduction, and/or debt consolidation loans.  By insinuating that the offer is made 
in conjunction with federal legislation, some consumers may believe that the terms offered 
have either been sanctioned by regulators or meet specified criteria.  
 
Howard County residents who receive this or similar solicitations are urged to immediately 
contact the Office of Consumer Affairs at 410-313-6420.  “The more we learn about the 
scams that are out there, the better we are at warning citizens about what to look out for 
and stopping the loss of citizens’ hard-earned money,” urges Ulman.  
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